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PREFACE 

The contents of the first twenty-five volumes of the American 
Journal of Sociology have an importance to the student in any field 
of social science which is so evident that an index to its contents 
has long been thought desirable. The task of preparing it is a sort 
of labor of love made possible by the co-operation of a small group of 
research students, whose enthusiasm for their work and esprit de 
corps in their relations is only equaled by their intellectual acumen 
and their zeal for investigation. 

It would have been in the highest degree desirable to include 
in this index the titles and authors of the "Abstracts of Periodical 
Literature," but the expense of this proved to be prohibitive and 
the index is therefore confined to the contributed articles of the 
Journal. 

The student will find in this an index to the progress of socio- 
logical thinking and a key to the changes in emphasis which have 
taken place during the past generation. It is hoped to issue supple- 
mentary indexes periodically, possibly every five years, and to 
extend the scope of the service. 

The absence of Professor Robert E. Park from America at the 
time of publication makes it possible to insert here the statement 
that, but for the inspiration and financial assistance of Professor 
Park, this index would not have been prepared. Acknowledgment 
is due at the same time to the University of Chicago Press for their 
co-operation in its publication. 

The Society for Social Research 
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